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NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.11 am]: I have the great pleasure to update 
the house on National Child Protection Week 2021. National Child Protection Week runs from 5 to 11 September 
with the theme, “Every child, in every community, needs a fair go”. The annual campaign is coordinated by the 
National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect and champions the protection of all Australian 
children regardless of circumstance or background. This week is about putting the best interests of children and young 
people at the forefront of the public’s attention. To ensure the wellbeing and safety of every child, we need everyone 
to play their part in the community all year round. 
To mark National Child Protection Week, the Department of Communities is helping to support a range of local 
community events led by district offices across the state. Activities range from sausage sizzles to community fun 
days. Some examples of events being held this week include Esperance primary schools taking part in a NAPCAN 
art project and the West Kimberley region hosting a hands on country fishing trip to Karajarri country that will be 
linked to a number of community activities. Communities’ district offices have also been provided with cameras to 
allow children living in foster care within their district to reflect on and document the people, places and things that 
help them to thrive and be safe. A selection of the photos will be printed and displayed in district offices to celebrate 
and share the insights and experiences of children living in care. This week I was pleased to attend a function in my 
own electorate that gave me an opportunity to listen and learn from people working in frontline child protection positions 
and those who have a care experience. I am proud to be part of a government that is committed to supporting better 
outcomes for children living in out-of-home care and that continues to prioritise initiatives supporting those aims. 
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